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Forward, p.iii

"The value orientation of the Commitee shoud, however, be stressed. When
discussing, in Chapter 7, the issue of registration systems and file matching —
seaching for data pertaining to the same indiviual in many different record
systems — the Committee is turned away by the posibillity that such efforts to
improve census coverage "might lead to encroachments and harassment for all
citizens — not merely the uncounted — although they might bear unequally on
different sectors or classes." The Committee suggests that, prima facie, the
benefit to be obtained from efforts to improve census coverage is not worth
more than a very small additional privacy cost."

chapter 7 Future Research on Census Taking. pp.115— 116
"The Question of Privacy

There are, of course, important legal and ethical issues involved in efforts to
develop alternative or supplemental methods of improving the census. Some of
the measures that might be used would require changes in the law. For example,
many administrative record systems are legally accessible to the Census Bureau
and a number have been used in matching studies. Others, however, have not
been accessible. If matching certain other governmental records with census
data were thought a useful way of locating missed persons, legal or
administrative restrictions on the Census Bureau’s inspection and use of those
records might have to be removed.

Still other proposals, though they might not raise direct legal problems, would
call into question the value the society places on privacy. If computer-stored
information gathered by several different agencies (governmental and
nongovernmental) were made accessible by data-bank centralization, or by the
development of computer programs facilitating a seach for data pertaining to
the same individual in many different record systems, privacy might suffer
because of the vulnerability of the system to penetration by stranglers. In other
words, some efforts to improve census coverage might lead to encroachments
and harassment for all citizens — not merely for the uncounted — although they
might bear unequally on different sectors or classes.

It might be objected that the privacy costs of, for example, efforts to reduce
underenumeration can be regarded as marginal to the privacy costs already
being incurred by other decisions and events. But the Committee would prefer
to the question around and suggest that, prima facie, the benefit to be obtained

6/11



BERIER 20206 (¥640) 2EMRAS tvaryA EZHEEDI00F

from such undertakings is not worth more than a very small additional privacy
costs.

efficient safeguards against the mentioned types of encroachment or
harassment could modify the reckoning of cost and benefit. ... .... In fact, the
Committee applauds the careful concern for confidentiality that the Census
Bureau has maintained and appreciates the consciousness with which the
Bureau has sought to avoid breaches of individual privacy in giving users access
to its aggregated data. ... ...."

Carole W. Parsons, Editor (1972) America’s Uncounted People: Report of the

Advisory Committee on Problems of Census Enumeration. Division of
Behavioral Sciences National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences.
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